
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

8:30 am  Coffee    

 Fellowship 

9:00 am  Traditional 

Worship 

11:15 am  ignite 

Contemporary 

Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

 

Wesley 4th Annual Worship in the 

Park 

Sunday, August 28, 10:00 am at  

University Park 

Come and join us for worship at one 

of the shelters at University Park.   

Please bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit on during the 

worship service. 

Then stay for a picnic lunch.  Burgers, hot dogs, bever-

ages, and place settings will be provided.  Please bring a 

side dish, salad or dessert to share. 

And parents, we will be close to the splash park, so if 

kids want to play in the water afterward, feel free to 

bring swimsuits and towels for them. 

 

Mark your calendars everyone for the 
United Methodist Women sponsored 
picnic. This is a fellowship time for all. 
We are trying to make it friendlier for 
all by encouraging games for the 
youth & youthful minded as well as 
the usual food & fellowship. Call 
someone to come with you so a 

whole volleyball team can be achieved. Come to play 
the new YARDZEE GAME.  
 

Place: Lincoln Park-Shelter 3 
Date: Tuesday, August 2 

Time: 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
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Happy Birthday To You! 



 

 
A note from The 

PAstor  
 

My friend Adam Weber is the lead pastor at Embrace 
Church, a United Methodist Church in Sioux Falls, SD. It 
is one of the fastest growing churches in America, and I 
often look upon him with wonder and amazement! How 
does he do it? His secret: He is clueless. I know, sounds 
strange, doesn’t it? He wrote an article this past week for 
Lifeway Magazine, and it resonated so well with me. 
That often I feel completely clueless. But, by the grace of 
God, and the power of prayer, even the clueless can do 
incredible things. 

Here’s Adam’s article: 

I somehow ended up starting a church at the age of 24. 
When I say “somehow,” I mean I thought it was a bad 

idea and it wasn’t my bad idea. I was beginning my last year of seminary in Kentucky, 
while I was simultaneously starting this new church in South Dakota. And, I was 
clueless. About pastoring a church. About starting a church. About pretty much 
everything. 

But most of all, I was clueless about being a leader. 

By the grace of God (and a lot of coffee) I finished my masters. My wife, 5 month old 
son, and I packed up the Budget Rental and we moved to Sioux Falls. I was young, 
inexperienced, the youngest of my colleagues by a good 20+ years, and,  did I 
mention, clueless? It didn’t help that the denomination I’m a part of was putting a lot 
of $’s into this new church as well. No pressure, right? 

Well, three years into this “bad idea” and the church still wasn’t growing. We tried 
everything and it wasn’t working. I was told that if the church didn’t grow, I would 
either be moved or the church would be closed.  The hardest part was, I felt the same 
as I did three years earlier….clueless. And I was more aware of it than ever. 

Crazy enough, just a few months later, a couple of things would change (mainly our 
location and service times). With prayer and a lot of hard work, the “bad idea” (the 
church I came to love) began to grow… and grow and grow! 

In 2013, Embrace made a “Fastest Growing Church” list. And then again in 2014 and 
2015. Two of the years, I was listed as the youngest lead pastor. Embrace now consists 
of 5 campuses (soon to be 6) with a few thousand people on any given Sunday. I’ve 
received recognitions. I’m coaching churches. I’m speaking at conferences. I’m being 
asked to teach college classes. I’m writing a book with an incredible publisher. 

Here’s why I say all of this. The other night, I met up with a well-known church 
consultant who happened to be in town and most of the night he praised me for what 
we were doing. He told me “Adam, churches all across the country have started to take 
note of what you’re doing.” 

I was humbled by his kind, genuine words, but honestly by the end of the night I felt 
sick to my stomach after hearing all of it. Why? 

3 



 

 

Because in my heart of hearts, I know the truth, that more than ever, I’m still 
clueless. 

Yes, I’ve learned a thing or two. Yes, I’ve grown as a leader. But when it comes 
down to it, I feel  
 

Yes, I’ve learned a thing or two. Yes, I’ve grown as a leader. But when it comes 
down to it, I feel more insecure than I did when I was 24. All of the life changes 
and growth that has happened has only been because of God. Only Him. Yes, I 
know that’s something that all pastors are supposed to say. But for me, it’s the 
truth. I’m still clueless. 

I know for myself, there have been so many times that I’ve wondered “Am I the 
only one?” Does anyone else feel inadequate as a leader? Does anyone else 
secretly dream of strangling random people? Does anyone else cry at times for no 
clear reason? Does anyone else feel completely and absolutely clueless to lead? 

Thankfully for me, and possibly you, God loves using the clueless. The young, 
the old, the insecure, and inexperienced, the most unlikely of people. 

One of the greatest leaders to ever live, the Apostle Paul, encourages us “not to be 
looked down upon because we’re young” (1 Tim 4:12). He tells us to “brag in our 
weakness” (2 Cor 12:9). I can do that!  We’re even told that “God chooses to use 
the foolish” (1 Cor 1:27). And I’m gonna take that as a compliment. 

God loves to use the clueless leader. Even you. Even me. 

 
Peace, 

 

 

Pastor Howie 
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MINUTES FOR CHURCH COUNCIL & FINANCE MEETINGS 
MONDAY, JUNE 27, 2016 - LIBRARY 

 
Present: Pastor Howie Baird, Penny Millspaugh, Jessica Zerr, John Galegher, Doug 
Williams, George Wogaman, Judy Christy, Katie Stoley, Dewey Sandwick 
Absent: Steve Schlasner, Berniece Holm 
Opening Prayer – Pastor Howie 
Reciting church purpose: Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 
Devotion: Book Study – “Fish or Cut Bait” 
Group discussion of Chapter 2: What Must Be Done, stressing the idea that Vision must 
“drive the car”, management cannot drive the car to avoid getting bogged down. Assignment 
is to read Chapter 3. 
Finance Meeting – Doug Williams & John Galegher reporting 

1) Electronic giving flyer picked up at Annual Conference – giving at the touch of a 
button through an app on phone or other mobile device. Still exploring this option. 
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(continued) 
 

2) Month of June giving was approximately $21,000; 23% (about $5,000) was given 
electronically. The weekly average for the month was $5,300 with a weekly goal 
of $6,000. 

3) Apportionments are paid up to date to Conference. 
Council Meeting – Called to Order by Penny Millspaugh 
May minutes clarification: $13,000 for the lobby project had not yet been withdrawn.  
Doug Williams moved to approve minutes, John Galegher seconded, motion approved. 
Trustees Meeting – Dewey Sandwick reported 

1) $13,000 for the down payment to get the work on the lobby started, fundraising 
efforts to begin. 

2) Vreeland contract – important to receive a start date and an end date, and be sure 
to secure proper permits. 

3) Front steps project to begin Thursday, June 30. 
4) 3rd floor window installation is complete. Blinds will be installed on July 26, 2016. 

The cost is $1,900.  
5) Howie’s window is broken. Looking into warranty or insurance will cover cost to 

fix the cracks. 
6) Sewage issues: a temporary float placed on the line. To replace the pump would be 

expensive as the pump is antique. Roto Rooter rooted the line out.  
Staff Parish – Pastor Howie reported 

1) The bookkeeping position was discussed. Currently being taken care of by volun-
teers, working at this time. 

2) Discussion of Discipleship Staff position, and we are reminded the bookkeeping is 
not our mission, discipleship is our mission. A job description for this position 
will be discussed and formed by the committee. 

Old Business 
1) Sunday School/Christian Education Updates: the focus is currently on Fun in the 

Son. 
New Business 

1) Pastor Howie made the annual conference report for his Biking Breakthrough 
Prayer Initiative. 

2) Annual Conference Highlights: 
a. Jessica: Jim Harnish of Earn. Save. Give. Showed materials about disci-

pleship also written by Harnish: “A Disciples Path” (possibly for a new 
member class), “A Disciples Heart.” 

b. Howie: Discussed the idea of a model set up for training and equipping 
members. 

c. John: Finance Meetings: the theme was living generously and the idea of 
giving money back to the church so the church can do God’s work.  

d. Judy: UMW celebrated its 150 year anniversary; the topic of their 
presentation was focused on racial justice. 

e. Miracle Offering: conference wide over $56,000 for the Elisha project, 
Wesley was recognized for its contribution.   

MCCI Updates – Pastor Howie 
Church Beautification Team: 

1) Discussion about where to place the historical documents. Discussed a “Historical 
Hallway”/Intergenerational Hallway. Paint the hallway and dedicate a hallway 
with the theme of Our Past/Our Present/Our Future. Hallway will need to be paint-
ed. 

2) Conference Archivist may be able to help with historical documents. 
3) Lobby Remodel: Vreeleand to complete, confident that it can be completed by 

summer’s end, but a summer wedding will affect the timing of the start date. The 
project is expected to take 2 weeks.  

Discipleship piece is in progress. 
Closing Prayer led by Pastor Howie 
Meeting adjourned.  
Next meeting scheduled for July 18, 2016 



 

 

   

Declutter Team 

MCCI updates: 

This is the MCCI prescription that the team has been following: 

“In order to make the building guest-ready, a team or teams will be created to ensure 

that every room, space, hallway, bulletin board, etc. is decluttered; extra items are 

disposed of; outdated décor is removed or replaced; so that the church’s interior 

appearance is fresh and inviting.  Historic documents, awards and items hanging on 

walls will be moved to a location in the building where these cherished archives can be 

kept and viewed by the congregation when desired.” 

One of our prescriptions was to remove historical items from the Fellowship Room and 

designate a new area of our church for those items. After much discussion, our 

committee decided to have a “historical gallery” on 2nd floor, outside the office on the 

south side of the hallway. We recently received paint bids for that work and requested 

money from the Wesley Foundation.  Most of the artwork and artifacts from the old 

church will be located on the walls and behind the glass in the cabinets. We are also 

planning to have photo albums there on a well-lit shelf so visitors on Sunday and 

visitors who come to the office are able to see the history of our church. Our plan is to 

have the north side of the hallway (which is the Nursery side) dedicated to children. 

That way we have “The Old and The New” together.  

We also are working on sound dampening for the Fellowship Room. This project has 

taken us a lot longer than we originally thought it would take but we are meeting with 

the professionals this week and getting bids.   

One other item that just came up was the overabundance of classroom chairs.  There 

are many blue (and some mauve) plastic stackable chairs that are not being used in the 

Sunday School classrooms.  They have been moved to the basement storage room.  

Beside the blue plastic chairs there is a child version of those chairs and also some 

small wooden chairs.  We are in the process of gathering information on where we 

could use these chairs in our church or if we should try to sell them.  

Earlier this spring, we sold some wooden padded seated chairs that were in the 

basement storage room.  Those did not stack and were not being used so we were told 

those could be sold. 

I think it is also important to note that all the historical items that were taken down are 

being safely stored until we can get them back up on the walls or in the display 

cabinets. There has also been discussion about the former Wesley College items. Those 

will be boxed up and returned to the Wesley Center of Religion Board, the entity that 

evolved from Wesley College.  

If you have any suggestions or questions, please direct them to these committee 

members:  Megan Baird, Anne Bryson, Diane Daucsavage, Mary Faircloth, Pam 

Whaley and Coleen Asche, chair. Pastor Howie has given us advice throughout this 

process and we continue to follow the MCCI prescriptions as directed. Thank you to all 

who have been so patient with this process.  
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Lobby/Welcome Center/Fellowship Area Team 

MCCI update: 

Work began on Monday July 25th on our plans to try to make our entry areas 

more welcoming. The narthex area is in the process of being sheet rocked and 

painted. The stub walls in the old coat rack area have been removed and wid-

ows will be created to allow natural light to enter from the sanctuary. A tile 

arch will extend from wall to tie into the existing carpet. The west wall will be 

decorated with ledger stone and an imitation fireplace will be the center for 

new seating. Stand up and sit down tables will be placed in the area for gather-

ing. Both entry areas and the stairway to the basement will be painted. 

 

We are still formulating plans for the new welcome center and how it will fit 

into our entry areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Wesley United Youth:   The Youth Leaders are hosting a Swim Par-
ty for the Youth of Wesley United!  Details are below: 

What:                   Wesley United Youth Group Kick-Off Swim Party and  

         Supper 

Where:                 Riverside Swimming Pool and Kellie Burgess’ house 

When:                  Sunday, August 7 (back up rain out date is August 21) 

Time:                    2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

RSVP:                    kburger@morleylawfirm.com, no later than Thursday,  

         August 4th.   

Details:                Please meet at Riverside Swimming Pool at 2:00 p.m. for 
swimming.   We will walk over to Kellie Burgess’ house around 5 p.m. for 
supper, fellowship, and planning for the upcoming year.    Parents will pick 
up their children at Kellie’s house (18 Fenton Ave.)  at 7:00 p.m.  Please 
bring your towels, ideas, and enthusiastic spirit!!  Friends are also invited and 
encouraged to attend.  Looking forward to seeing everyone and to hear how 
your summer has been. 

mailto:kburger@morleylawfirm.com
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Mark your calendar for August 2nd. 
 The All Church Picnic will be held 

in Lincoln Park at shelter 3 from 5:30—8:00 p.m.   
Please bring a dish to share and your own beverage.  Plates and 

silverware will be provided.  Come for a super fun and fellowship time.  
There will be volleyball and other yard activities. 

 
 

Circle November 12th 
 on your calendar for the Fall Bazaar.  The meal will be meatballs, 

mashed potatoes, green beans and dessert.  There will be crafts and 
baked goods.  More information will be coming. 

 
 

Reminder, continue to save your soup labels and box tops. If you 
contribute these to some place other than Wesley--keep track of the 

numbers and we can still get  
credit for our unit.  

 
 

United Methodist Women hope you are saving your pop can tabs.  We 
need you to bring them to the church by August 7th.  There is a red 

pail in the kitchenette to put them in.   
They help the Ronald McDonald House. 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

 

Have you wondered who has the green thumbs to grow all the 
beautiful flowers in front of the church? Each week you notice the 

colors change. If you park in back of the church, drive around to see 
them. Spending hours of their time is Helen DeMaster and Aileen 

Sandwick. Thank you, ladies, for the beautification! 
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UMCOR School kits 
Thank you to Norma Dugas and Jeanette Yeager for making 

school bags! 

1 pair *rounded* scissors     
1 12” ruler (no advertisements)    
3 packs of paper (Spiral or loose leaf – 150 pages) 1 2” or larger 
eraser 
1 pencil sharpener (1” or longer)    
6 unsharpened pencils (no advertisement, religious, military, pat-
riotic or camouflage symbols) 
1 *24* count box of crayons  - Please check the package as some 
have American Flags on them. 
Monetary donations to cover the cost of shipping are also need-
ed. The depot is currently low on this particular kit.  

 

Thank you to everyone who do-

nated school supplies to be in-

cluded in back packs given to 

children who attend Fun in the 

Son/Sidewalk Sonday school in July.  

 This year we will be distributing the back packs 

with school supplies on August 4th, the final day 

of Fun in the Son!  
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Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.  

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

For questions, call Helen  

DeMaster at 701-772-3584 

 

2   Sue & Jim Rue 

  4    Rachel & Eric Polries 

  8   Vivianne & Olie Dahlen 

  9   Holly & Jake Moen 

10   Julie & Tim Sturges 

11   Jan & Mark Hoffmann 

12   Stacey & Steve Searle 

17   Carla & Richard Hudson 

20   Jane & Kenneth Gaffrey 

         Danielle & John Holm 

24   Cynthia & Matt Jossart 

25   Tammy & Bill Harlow 

28   Karen & Mark Bjornseth 

29   Lorraine & Odney 

 Ellingson 

       John Jarman & Carol  

Windels 

 

 

 

Potato Bowl Parade/Float on Saturday, September 17.  Let us 

know if you would like to help decorate the float, or walk with 

the float in the parade. 

North Dakota vs South Dakota Sept. 17th!  
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On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our web 

site at gfwesley.org.  Click on 

the “online giving” tab and fol-

low the steps to “make a dona-

tion”.  Or simply scan the QR 

code below.   
 

We thank you for your  

support! 
 

 

 
     

 

 Offering Received 

             2015      2016 

Prepaid 

Pledges            $14,372.06     $6,200.00  

January         $19,922.87      $23,572.45 

February        $18,656.71     $20,562.68 

March             $21,336.78  $22,926.89 

April         $29,236.40  $20,286.17 

May     $25,286.44  $25,337.10 

June       $18,509.97  $19,613.89 

July     $17,172.89  $15,676.12 

   Total            $147,321.23  $138,499.18 
           

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                      

                        July 3     40 + 28 =   68 
      July 10   50 + 34 =   84 
      July 17   46 + 19 = 65   
      July 24   62 + 41 = 103 
      July 31 

               

 

 

 

Anyone willing to help 

clean brass once a 

month,  

please contact  

Sandy Wogaman at  

701.773.9465.  



 

 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor: ...................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Choir Director/Organist: ................... Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .......................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………….. Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Published 12 times each year to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to 
report news about the Wesley family.  

For our Prayers --- 
 

We offer our prayers of sympathy for family & friends of Dean 

Hruska who passed away on July 20; and of Bob Nygaard who 

passed away on July 23. 
 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:   

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Beulah Hodges, Emolyn 

Skinner, Lois Weisser; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s 

parents; At Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: 

Joan Bristol, Carol Clark; At Mapleview Memory Care:  Phyllis Sand;  At Good 

Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel & Charlene Kotts.   

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn 
Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.  

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 
pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or Penny Millspaugh. 

 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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